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1. Background 
Following the devastating floods in Elbe and Danube in 2002, the European Commission initiated a number of initiatives to improve Europe’s capabilities to deal with natural disasters and floods in particular (COM(2002)484). One of the initiatives is the development of a European Flood Awareness System (EFAS) for improving preparedness in Europe in particular for trans-national river basins. EFAS has been co-financed by several European Commission Services including DG ENV, DG ECHO, DG ENTERPRISE, DG JRC and the European Parliament. Furthermore, over the years the JRC has participated in several DG RTD projects contributing to the development of EFAS.
EFAS has been under development at the European Commission Joint Research Centre since 2003 in close collaboration with the European national hydrological and meteorological services, ECMWF and the Emergency Response Coordination Centre (ERCC, earlier MIC) of DG ECHO. EFAS has evolved from a research prototype to a state-of-the-art flood forecasting system with several pioneering products, such as probabilistic flood forecasting and novel analyses and communication methods used for the interpretation of multiple forecasts. 

EFAS is a pan-European system. The hydrological model for EFAS is setup on a 5x5km2 and provides twice a day early flood warning information with 6 hourly and daily time steps. EFAS results are based on multiple weather forecasts with different spatial and temporal resolutions including data from different weather services, deterministic and ensemble products, short-range and medium-range products. Currently included are products from the Deutsche Wetterdienst (DWD), the European Centre for Medium-Range Weather Forecasts (ECMWF) and the Consortium for Small-scale Modeling (COSMO)
. 
The majority of EFAS information is based on critical level exceedance and not quantitative discharge forecasts. Only at those stations where the National Hydrological Services are providing appropriate real-time data, EFAS provides bias corrected quantitative discharge forecasts also that can be downloaded by the partners upon request.
The development of EFAS has been funded from 2003 to 2011 by different financial instruments: JRC institutional core budget, DG Environment and later DG ECHO budget through preparatory action of the Civil Protection Mechanism, research activities funded under the FP7 Space cooperation budget (PREVIEW, SAFER), the IDA and IDABC programme, as well as the European Parliament.

Since 2011, EFAS is co-funded by the COPERNICUS (the European Earth Observation Programme), DG ENTERPRISE and the ERCC (DG ECHO). The COPERNICUS Emergency management service led by DG ENTR of the European Commission, has entered its initial operation (GIO) phase following the entry into application of Regulation (EU) n°911/2010 of 22 September 2010 of the European Parliament and the Council on the European Earth monitoring programme (earlier GMES, now COPERNICUS) and its initial operations (2011 to 20132). EFAS is part of the GIO EMS. 
The Operational EFAS is being executed by several consortia dealing with different operational aspects:
The EFAS Hydrological data collection centre, currently executed by a Spanish consortium of REDIAM and ELIMCO, is collecting historic and real-time discharge and water level data in support to EFAS.

The EFAS Meteorological data collection centre is currently hosted at JRC Ispra. The centre collects historic and real-time meteorological data in support to EFAS.

The EFAS Computational centre is located at European Centre for Medium-Range Weather Forecasts (ECMWF). The centre runs the forecasts and post-processing calculations as well as the web interface of the EFAS-Information System (http://www.efas.eu/)
The EFAS Dissemination centre is a consortium of Swedish Meteorological and Hydrological Institute, Slovak Hydrometeorological Institute and Rijkswaterstaat (the Netherlands). The centre analyses the results on a daily basis, assesses the situation, and disseminate information to the EFAS partners.

Further scientific and technical development to keep EFAS state-of-the-art is conducted and coordinated by the JRC. The European Commission, i.e. DG ECHO-ERCC, DG ENTR-GMES and DG JRC, is responsible for contract management of Operational EFAS. 

2. Preamble

This document is an integral part of the European Flood Awareness System (EFAS) Partner Agreement (the Agreement) between the Swedish Meteorological and Hydrological Institute (SMHI) which represents the EFAS Dissemination Centre for the Operational EFAS, and each EFAS Partner (the Partner).

An EFAS partner is any national, regional or local authority that is legally obliged to provide flood forecasting services or has a national role in flood risk management within its country and the European Commission Services, i.e. DG ECHO-ERCC, DG ENTR-GMES and DG JRC.
Before signing the Agreement the EFAS Partner is informed of the EFAS Services and the Partner Commitments described in these Conditions of Access.
Most of the EFAS services are accessed from the EFAS Information System (EFAS-IS), which is EFAS’s Web Portal accessed with a protected password.

These Conditions of Access may be updated by a qualified majority, i.e. two thirds of present and voting, decision by all EFAS Partners present at the Annual EFAS Partners Meeting. All proposed changes have to be sent to all EFAS Partners and the EFAS Operational Centres at least four weeks before the meeting. 
No changes that are in conflict with the legal obligations under the Framework Contracts to execute the EFAS Operational Centres can be adopted.
EFAS Conditions of access does not overrule the other existing agreements, e.g. data provision, for an EFAS partner.
The version of these Conditions of Access posted on the EFAS Web Portal shall be the valid version, although new updates will not prejudice any existing rights granted by a Partner.
3. EFAS Commitments and services 
If a body falls within the definition of an EFAS Partner it may access the EFAS Services, subject to these Conditions of Access.

By signing these Conditions of Access the EFAS Partner becomes a Partner in the EFAS Community. 
The EFAS Partnership gives the Partner REAL-TIME ACCESS TO THE EUROPEAN FLOOD AWARENESS SYSTEM (EFAS) products through the EFAS Information System (EFAS-IS), as well as the right to attend and get one vote at the Annual EFAS Partners Meeting.
The Partner gains free of charge, password protected, web access to the EFAS Information System (EFAS-IS) from which the Partner can retrieve early flood information products for the river basins agreed upon.
EFAS products are for information only to the Partner. It is the responsibility of each Partner to understand the products and their limitations.

The EFAS-IS and EFAS products shall not be accessible by the general public or any third parties in any Partner’s country. It is the responsibility of the Partner to use the EFAS products in accordance with the restrictions set out in these Conditions of Access.

The EFAS Dissemination Centre shall send e-mails to the relevant Partner in case of a high probability of flooding in such Partner’s catchments. The early flood information shall be distributed to all Partners covered by relevant catchments. 

EFAS information shall be distributed to the EU’s Emergency Response Coordination Centre (ERCC), which shall use the information internally to improve preparedness of aid on a European scale, in case aid is requested from a country. ERCC distributes high-level EFAS information through their network to national contact points of Civil Protection, e.g. in case a flood alert has been sent out. 
In case the EFAS Partner does NOT want this information to be distributed, an e-mail needs to be sent to efas@efas.eu.
4. The Partners Commitments

Each Partner has the option to share or transfer the information from EFAS-IS to all relevant authorities or offices in their countries. 
Each Partner shall routinely give feedback to EFAS Dissemination Centre on the accuracy of the flood alerts and how relevant the information or services are for such Partner’s applications or fulfilment of its national, regional or local service obligations. The feedback will be given through the predefined Feedback Report and will be sent to dissemination@efas.eu as soon as possible after receiving an EFAS alert/watch.
Each Partner should participate in EFAS trainings when possible.
5. Intellectual Property Rights
All intellectual property rights in the information contained in EFAS-IS belong to and shall be retained by entities involved in providing data to the EFAS Operational Centres or their licensors. Nothing in this Agreement indicates or implies transfer of said rights to the Partners or any third parties.
6. Disclaimers

The Partner acknowledges that the information contained in EFAS-IS is not provided with any warranties and in particular there are no warranties that the information contained in EFAS-IS will be free from errors or omissions and that such errors or omissions can be rectified.
No warranty or representation of any kind is made, given or implied as to the sufficiency or fitness for use of EFAS-IS for any purpose what so ever. EFAS-IS is for information purposes only. 

Neither SMHI nor any of the EFAS Operational Centres will be held liable for any decisions taken by the Partners or any third parties based on information from EFAS.
In entering into this agreement (of these Conditions of Access), the Partner understands that ECMWF as EFAS Operational Centre does not waive the privileges and immunities granted to it by virtue of its status as an intergovernmental organization.

Each Partner shall also insert provisions similar to the provisions set out in this paragraph 6 in all exchanges protocols or access agreement it has with the recipient authorities and offices in such Partner’s country.

Two originals of this Conditions of Access are to be signed by the representatives of each institution, and retained by them.

SIGNATURES
For SMHI Swedish Meteorological and Hydrological Institute

Bodil Aarhus Andrae

Director Core Services Department

[Signature]
Done at Norrköping, dd/mm-yyyy

For EFAS Partner
[Name and Title]

[Signature]

Done at [place and date]
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