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Why we act 

…encourage cooperation between Member 

States for preventing and protecting against 

natural or man-made disasters.

(Lisbon Treaty, Article 196)

To provide…assistance and relief and 

protection for people in third countries… 

victims of natural or man-made disasters…

(Lisbon Treaty, Article 214)



Emergency Response Coordination Centre 

(ERCC)

“…developing the ERCC as the Commission’s cross-sectoral crisis hub for joint situational awareness, early 

warning, anticipation, information exchange and operational coordination, including between civilian and military 

stakeholders.”

- President of the European Commission VDL



The ERCC, launched in May 2013, improves coordination between 

civil protection and humanitarian aid operations and 

maintains a direct link to civil protection authorities and humanitarian aid 

organisations

in EU Member States enabling real-time exchange of information 

Coordinates joint European 

response operations
Monitors disasters 

around the globe 

Provides real-time 

information 
Maps disaster 

risks 



EU Civil Protection



When an emergency overwhelms national response capacities, 

the EU Civil Protection Mechanism
enables a coordinated assistance by

all EU Member States

10 Participating States

(Albania, Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, Iceland, 

Montenegro, North 

Macedonia, Norway, Serbia, 

Türkiye, Ukraine and 

Moldova)





Note: 3 trucks + 6 backhoes.

Example: UCPM response to Slovenia floods 
in August 2023 

*Offered (15) surpasses the 

amount requested (11) of 

which accepted (13)

Offering country Total staff
Austria 13

Bosnia and 
Herzegovina 24

Croatia 48

Czech Republic 8

France 14

Germany 91

Italy 24

Poland 10

Slovakia 6

Total 238

*
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Example: Storm Daniel - Greece

Greece has not activated the 

Union Civil Protection 

Mechanism. 

Seven satellite maps 

delineating the flood extent 

have been delivered to Greece 

following the activation of the 

Copernicus Emergency 

Management Service.

Director of the meteo

authority in Greece praised 

EFAS for its forecast before 

Storm Daniel hit Greece.



Monitoring/forecasting from 4 September 
2023 => ARISTOTLE monitoring report –
Floods forecast are based on EFAS



Collecting reliable information



Scientific advice to 
operations on 5 
September 2023



• Provide corroborated and “translated” 

information supporting ERCC 

understanding of the situation as well as 

decision-making process

• Content :

• Hazard characteristics and its possible 

evolution.

• Impact on population and related needs.

• Information on the context, including security.

• Recommended action.

Assessing/corroborating/ translating -
Analytical Briefs



Informing - ECHO Daily Map and ECHO Daily Flash 
https://erccportal.jrc.ec.europa.eu/ECHO-Products/Maps#/maps/latest

https://erccportal.jrc.ec.europa.eu/ECHO-Products/Maps#/maps/latest


• ECHO Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xQUIvatKKoA

• ECHO Website - Factsheets:

• https://civil-protection-humanitarian-aid.ec.europa.eu/what/civil-protection/eu-civil-

protection-mechanism_en

• https://civil-protection-humanitarian-aid.ec.europa.eu/what/civil-protection/emergency-

response-coordination-centre-ercc_en

• ERCC portal https://erccportal.jrc.ec.europa.eu/Home/About

• ERCC Virtual Tour:  

https://erccportal.jrc.ec.europa.eu/ERCC%20VIRTUAL%20TOUR/index.htm

Useful links

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xQUIvatKKoA
https://civil-protection-humanitarian-aid.ec.europa.eu/what/civil-protection/eu-civil-protection-mechanism_en
https://civil-protection-humanitarian-aid.ec.europa.eu/what/civil-protection/emergency-response-coordination-centre-ercc_en
https://erccportal.jrc.ec.europa.eu/Home/About
https://erccportal.jrc.ec.europa.eu/ERCC%20VIRTUAL%20TOUR/index.htm
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